










If you have a head for figures, you might
consider a career in financial planning.

A career in financial planning isn’t 
all about numbers. It’s about finding
innovative and strategic ways to help
people gain control over one of the
most important aspects of their lives.
A career in financial planning puts
you upfront with clients and, like each
client you meet, every day is different.

It’s a satisfying career – according to
the professionals – one that offers
flexibility and earning power. And
because it is a career that is in
demand in all sectors of the financial
services, it’s a career both for
entrepreneurs and for those who are
set on climbing the corporate ladder.

As a professional planner, you’d be
part of a new growing and dynamic
profession that is being defined and
shaped by the more than 17,000
individuals in Canada and 100,000
around the world who have voluntarily
stepped up to the most rigorous
standards in competence and ethics
for financial planners – the standards
of those who have earned CFP
certification.

One standard for 
one profession 

By holding the single national
certification for financial planners
recognized in all sectors of the
financial services industry and in 
20 countries around the world, you
tell your clients and your employers
that you have the unique set of skills
and knowledge needed to serve the
financial planning needs of Canadians.

It should go without saying that as a
professional dealing with an aspect
of people’s affairs that can affect their
lives so profoundly, you put your
clients’ interests first at all times. And
the same goes for keeping your skills
sharp by keeping abreast of the latest
information and best thinking on
relevant topics. But, because financial

planning is unregulated in most
provinces in Canada, your clients will
want to know that your commitments
to professional ethics and competence
are enforced by the one not-for-profit
financial planning standard-setting
organization that is dedicated to
serving the public interest. That
organization is Financial Planners
Standards Council (FPSC).

Choosing CFP certification is choosing
the most solid foundation on which
to build your financial planning
career and the trust of your clients.

What you need to 
know about earning 
CFP certification

The rigorous process of earning CFP
certification keeps standards high. 

•There are two ways of qualifying for
the mandatory CFP examination
offered twice a year in both official
languages. One is through the
completion of an FPSC-approved
educational program offered in
colleges, universities and by
industry educators. And the other is
through holding one of several
professional credentials and three
years of relevant experience.  

• A minimum two years of relevant
experience prior to certification, 
as well as success on the CFP
examination, helps to ensure CFP
professionals have the knowledge
and skill to serve all their clients’
financial planning needs.

• The CFP examination offered 
twice a year is based on FPSC’s
competency profile that outlines
what professional financial
planners should be able to do for
their clients. There are over 100
elements of financial planning in
which an individual must be
competent in order to earn CFP
certification. 

• Enforced dedication to ethical,
competent practice and 30 hours 
of continuing education every year,
gives clients of CFP professionals
confidence that they’re in good hands.

Your next step toward a rewarding career
may be only a click away. 

Visit www.fpsccanada.org / candidates :  FPSC’s website section
dedicated to helping you find the answers to questions about a
career in financial planning and earning CFP certification.



If you’ve followed our line of thinking 
and want to shop for more information, 
get online.

Visit: www.fpsccanada.org; it has what you
need to become a discerning consumer of
financial advice or to launch a career in
financial planning.

Either way, there’s no cart to return.

At www.fpsccanada.org, you’ll
find everything you need to take the
next step in learning more about
financial planning: the process, 
the benefits, the profession and the
professionals.   

And since “financial planning”,
“financial planner”and “financial
plan”are among the most commonly
used and misused terms in financial
services today, there is a lot to learn.
Like: What do these terms really
mean? And, how do you find
someone to help you get started? 

Whether you’re a financial planning
aficionado ready to delve into the
details of the many financial issues
that affect you and your family, or
fumbling through the initial stages 
of your search for someone to help
you get started on the right path,
there is something for you at
www.fpsccanada.org. 

Check out some of our
most popular sections:

Finding a Planner
If you’ve never worked with a
financial planner before, or are
looking for a second opinion, our
“Finding a Planner”section can help.
Once you’ve worked your way
through the information on how to
make sure your search will lead you
to the right planner to meet your
particular needs, you’ll be ready 
to access the thousands of online
profiles of CFP professionals who are
just a click away. And you’ll be able
to zero in on the ones closest to you.
And if you want to verify if your
planner is a CFP professional in Good
Standing, you’ll find this function on
the site too.   

Learning Centre 
Even working with a CFP professional,
lots of people enjoy being ‘in the
loop’and learning more about
financial planning on their own. And
CFP professionals agree, an educated
client is a good client. So, FPSC works
with CFP professionals to create
informative articles and other learning
resources that can maximize your
ability to work effectively with your
financial planner, as well as provide
you with valuable advice and other
tips on everyday ways to plan well 
for your future.

Ask an Expert 
Got a question about finances? CFP
professionals are likely to have the
answer. Our Ask an Expert service will
get your emailed questions to the
right expert for the right answers.

Standards Enforcement 
and Consumer Complaints 
If you’ve worked with a CFP
professional, you’ve likely heard
about the professional code of ethics
and practice standards that guide
their conduct as professional financial
planners. FPSC believes you must be
able to trust there is honesty and
transparency in your relationship with
your financial planner  and that your
best interests are being served at all
times. If you are in doubt, FPSC wants
to know. 

Look for the above symbol on
our website for instruction on
how to make a complaint or find
out more about what you should
expect from your engagement with a
CFP professional.

Looking for insight 
into financial planning 
as a career?
There is no better place to start than
the “Candidates”section of
www.fpsccanada.org.

There’s lots more at FPSC’s website to
put you on the right path to success.
Check it out, and come back often.
There’s always something new at
www.fpsccanada.org.

Visit us at:
www.fpsccanada.org 



At the very centre of the financial planning
profession in Canada is Financial Planners
Standards Council.

We’re the national organization setting and
enforcing standards for holders of CFP
certification in Canada. When it comes to
planning for the future, we know what it’s
like to be in your shoes.

Find out how financial planning can help,
or where a career in financial planning can
take you. When you’re ready to take the next
step, we’ll be here to help.

With our help, the future’s in your hands.
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